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Aphasia

• Language disorder caused by damage to the language centers in 
the brain (usually the left hemisphere)

• Impairs language skills:  speaking, understanding, reading, and 
writing



Aphasia vs Dysarthria

• Aphasia
• A brain cortex problem
• Damage to the dominant 

hemisphere of the brain
• Not by direct cranial nerve 

damage

• Dysarthria
• Cranial nerve & motor problem
• Trigeminal nerve – V
• Facial nerve – VII
• Glossopharyngeal nerve – IX
• Vagus nerve - X

“sometimes confusing”



Aphasia

• Symptoms:
• Expressive - Difficulty speaking or finding the 

words
• Mixing up words or sentences
• Broca’s portion of the brain
• Receptive - Trouble understanding spoken and 

written language
• Problems with reading and writing
• Reading and writing challenges
• May affect both comprehension and expression
• Wernicke’s portion of the brain



How Does Aphasia Happen?

• Causes:
• Stroke (most common)
• Traumatic brain injury
• Brain tumors
• Neurodegenerative diseases (example:  dementia)
• Infections affecting the brain

• Mechanism:
• Blood flow interruption      



What is Apraxia?

• A motor speech disorder
• Brain has trouble planning movements needed for speech
• Muscles are not weak, but coordination is impaired



What is Apraxia?

• Symptoms:
• Inconsistent speech errors
• Difficulty pronouncing words correctly
• Groping movements of the mouth while speaking
• Better ability to say automatic phrases than voluntary speech
• May speak slowly with effort
• Primarily affects the left parietal lobe



How Does Apraxia Happen?

• Causes:
• Stroke 
• Traumatic brain injury
• Tumors or lesions in the brain
• Neurodegenerative diseases
• Can also be developmental (childhood apraxia of speech

• Mechanism:
• Damage to the parietal lobe resulting in motor problems



REMEMBER

• It is not the intellect that is affected!

• But rather their ability to express themselves effectively.



Identification Program

• The Greater Cincinnati Stroke Consortium 
is sponsoring an Identification Program to 
assist with people experiencing aphasia 
and/or apraxia
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